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Commissions are appointed in all the counties to 'inquire touching
persons who raise bodies of men-at-arms, both horse and foot, to whom
they promise gifts of land, &c.' (pp. 95-7). The abbot of Furness is
accused of invading a manor with his monks and lay brothers of the
house (while the owner was on the king's service in Scotland), carrying
off the oxen and sheep, trampling down the corn, harassing the tenants
1 by many intolerable distraints ' (p. 88).

Both text and index have been prepared by Mr. G. F. Handcock.
The index fills more than 800 pages, and evidently no pains have been
spared to make it complete and to identify place-names. To a large
extent it is also a subject-index: thus under the heading ' Merchants,
foreign,' references are given to no less than 165 names of foreign
merchants, exclusive of Gascons. I have found only one slip in i t : a
reference is given to the younger Despenser on p. 551; in the text the
elder Despenser is mentioned, but not the younger. There are a few
unimportant misprints (see pp. 10, 98, 514, 596). A. G. LITTLE.

Deutsche Handwerker und Handwerkerbruderschaften im mittclalter-
lichen Italien. Von Dr. ALFBED DOBEN. (Berlin: Prager. 1908.)

THIS book is a sort of by-product of Dr. Doren's labours among the
Florentine archives, undertaken for the purposes of his work upon the
woollen and cloth industries of Florence, the first volume of which
appeared in 1901.1 These studies do not pretend to be in any sense
exhaustive, Dr. Doren's object having been, as he modestly puts it, to lay
a foundation upon which others may build who have more leisure for the
necessary researches among the archives of the great medieval industrial
cities of Italy. Dr. Doren's attention was first drawn to the subject by
the constant occurrence of the names of German artisans in the records
of the Florentine cloth-workers, which led to the discovery of a highly
developed system of guilds among the German craftsmen settled in
Italy. As Dr. Doren suggests, it is an interesting matter for speculation
and inquiry to what extent medieval Italy was indebted to these
foreigners from the north of the Alps for her remarkable industrial and
artistic development. What the art of printing in Italy owed to Ger-
many when in its infancy everybody knows who has the most elementary
acquaintance with Italian bibliography. A glance at the second section
of Prootor's index of early printed books reveals by the score the names
of German printers by whom the earliest presses were set up in Italy.
Thus, to mention only a few of the most important, we find Sweynheym
and Pannartz at Subiaco, and afterwards at Eonie; Neumeister (the
printer of the editio princeps of the Divina CoinvteJia) at Foligno;
Valdarfer (the printer of the editio princeps of the Decameron) at Venice;
Nicolaus Laurentii (the printer of the famous Florentine edition of the
Commedia) at Florence; Biessinger at Naples; and so on. But Dr.
Doren shows that, from the second half of the fourteenth century,
Germans were to be found all over Italy, plying almost every conceivable
trade and craft. At an early date they seem to have practically
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monopolised the innkeeping industry. They found occupation also as
weavers, dyers, tailors, furriers, shoemakers, bakers, millers, grocers,
soapmakers, provision merchants, butchers (rarely), barbers, apotheoariea,
shoeing smiths, turners, carpenters, coopers, potters, curriers, saddlers,
stonemasons, wood-carvers, glass-painters, goldsmiths and silversmiths,
scribes, illuminators, booksellers, notaries, musicians, and physicians;
there is even one instance of a German schoolmaster. As cooks they are
frequently met with, especially in monasteries. To the instances of these
given by Dr. Doren may be added the Kocus theotonicus mentioned in the
colophon of one of the manuscripts of the Divina Commedia examined by
Witte as having mode the copy for his master at Arezzo. Bo far as Dr.
Doren's investigations have gone at present he finds that printing was
the occupation mostly affected by Germans in Italy, and that next in
popularity to printing came shoemaking. The latter half of Dr. Doren's
volume is devoted to an interesting account of the numerous fraternities
and guilds which were organised by the German settlers in Italy. Those
belonging to Florence are treated in considerable detail as being more
especially in Dr. Doren's province. A valuable feature of the book is the
reproduction in extenso in two appendices of a number of documents
relating to these organisations from the Florentine archives. We regret
that the volume is not provided with an index, in the ordinary accepta-
tion of the term. The index here so called is placed at the beginning of
the book, and is, in fact, merely a somewhat meagre table of contents.

PAGET TOYNBEE.

Tear Books of the Reign of Edward III. Year XVH.-XVIIL 2 vols.
Edited and translated by LUKE OWEN PIKE, M.A. (London : H.M.
Stationery Office. 1901, 1908.)

MK. PIKE proceeds with his arduous but most useful task. The extra-
ordinary carelessness with which the old editions were issued is shown
in the preface to the first of the two volumes before us. Bastell's imper-
fect copy was followed by the four reprints with successive mistakes.
There is an interesting set of cases in every term, and the historical and
philological as well as legal importance of these early records can hardly
be overlooked by any one who will take so much trouble as to read one of
Mr. Pike's interesting prefaces. There are plenty of ' ghost words' or
' paddy words' in law. Messuage is a misreading of mesnage, as is well
known, but here we have proof of the incorrectness of the much-cited
phrase ' vonoher to warranty,' a pure misreading of the ' voucher to
warrant,' vouclie ad garant, of the original. It is to be hoped that text-
book writers will take note of this mistake, into wlmh even that most
accurate of legal editors Nichols was led.

The case of the coupe la Reyne: videlicet unam cupemi dcperlc argen-
tatam et deauratam et xxvii petris vocaiis genieiz ct xxviijJctris nominatis
saphires ewages munitam et ornatam pretii eiusdem cupac xx librarum,
which was stolen from and brought back to the treasury, but which I am
afraid has long since been broken up (though it would be worth now at
least a hundred times its then recorded value), is one in which Scot, C. J.,
declared that the justices of the lung's Bench are sovran coroners of the
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